
 

STUDY NOTES – DECEMBER 23, 2108 

Sermon Series: “Return To Joy” 

Pastor Kris preaches from the English Standard Version (ESV). 

Sermons on line at camanochapel.org. (Click the Media tab.) 

 

Matthew 1 & 2 

Joy In Uncertainty 

 

 

1. The conception – Uncertainty about a relationship (1:18-25) 

 

 

Matthew 1:18–25 (ESV) — 18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 

been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19 And 

her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20 But as 

he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of 

David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will 

bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to 

fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they 

shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). 24 When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel 

of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25 but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called 

his name Jesus.  

 

 

o Solution: Slow down, pray and receive God’s direction. 

 

 

 

2. The warning to go to Bethlehem – Uncertainty about a change (2:13-14) 

 

 

 

Matthew 2:13–14 (ESV) — 13 Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 

dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod 

is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14 And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and 

departed to Egypt  

 

 

o Solution: Obey God’s Word and trust God to help you adapt. 

 

 

 

3. The time in Egypt – Uncertainty about your purpose (2:14-15) 

 

 

Matthew 2:14–15 (ESV) — 14 And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt 15 

and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of 

Egypt I called my son.”  

 

 



o Solution: Be faithful where you’re at and trust God’s future plans. 

 

 

 

 

Further principles:  

What to do when you’re unsure of your purpose: 

 

1. Don’t try to manufacture your purpose. 

2. Don’t look for a supernatural sign to show you your purpose. 

3. Don’t envy other’s purpose or progress. 

4. Ask God to show you His purpose for you. 

5. Serve Christ in the mundaneness of life. 

6. Understand that ultimately the Great Commission is your purpose. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Have someone read Sunday’s passage: Matthew 1:18-25; Matthew 2:13-15 

o What truths stand out to you? 

 

1. What are some ways we can be uncertain about a relationship? 

o What are some biblical principles that can guide us when were unsure about a relationship? 

o As a parent, how can we help our children when we are uncertain about one of their relationships? 

2. Why is change so difficult? 

o How does God help us to adapt to change? 

o What are some godly principles that help us adapt to change? 

3. Why is it so hard sometimes to understand our purpose? 

o Can our purpose change due to new circumstances? 

o Are you uncertain about your purpose at the present time? 

 How can you find certainty in your purpose? 

o If you know your purpose, how are you acting on it? 

 

 

 

S.A.L.T. groups (“Sharing And Learning Together”) are Camano Chapel’s adult small group ministry. To learn 

more, you can go online at camanochapel.org and click on the ministry tab. 

 

 

A more detailed copy of this sermon can be found at our Chapel web link: 

www.thebibleexpedition.wordpress.com  

 

 

 

      

S.A.L.T.  Group questions 


