
 

STUDY NOTES – NOVEMBER 11, 2018 

Sermon Series: “Hard To Love” 

Pastor Kris preaches from the English Standard Version (ESV). 

Sermons on line at camanochapel.org. (Click the Media tab.) 

 

Scripture: Acts 7 

 

 

1. Jesus (V.55) 

 

 

Acts 7:55 (ESV) — 55 But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus 

standing at the right hand of God.  

 

 

o Life lesson: Seek Christ’s good opinion of you, rather than your enemy’s good opinion.  

 

 

 

2. Saul (V. 58) 

 

Acts 7:58 (ESV) — 58 Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their 

garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. 

 

 

o Life lesson: Be open to God transforming your enemy into a friend. 

 

 

 

3. Stephen (Vs. 59-60) 

 

Acts 7:59–60 (ESV) — 59 And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 

And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And when he had 

said this, he fell asleep.  

 

 

o Life lesson: Ask God to give you a heart for your enemy to be saved. 

 

 

 

 

How to cultivate a heart for the unsaved (even if they’re an enemy): 

 

1. Reject the "us versus them" mentality. 

2. Remind yourself that "you are them" without Christ. 

3. Think about the tragic finality of hell. 

4. Look beyond their sometimes offensive behavior to see their need. 

5. Think about the heart of Jesus – He came to seek and save the lost. 



6. Spend time with them to learn of their hurts and disappointments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Have someone read Sunday’s passage: Acts 7:54-60 

o What truths stand out to you? 

 

1. What happens when we are entirely focused on our enemy’s good opinion of us? 

o How can it compromise our goal of glorifying Christ? 

o Have you ever been caught up in trying to gain your enemy’s good opinion of you? 

 What were the results? 

2. Have you ever had an enemy who later became a friend? 

o How did they become a friend? 

o What are some ways you can participate with God in transformation of your enemy to a friend? 

 What are some hindrances in helping your enemy to become a friend? 

3. What are some ways that have helped you to cultivate a heart for an unsaved enemy? 

o What are some of the hindrances to having a heart for an unsaved enemy? 

o What are some ways that we as Christians have an “us versus them” mentality? 

 How can we overcome this mentality? 

o Who can you pray for to have an opportunity to share Christ with this week? 

 

 

S.A.L.T. groups (“Sharing And Learning Together”) are Camano Chapel’s adult small group ministry. To learn 

more, you can go online at camanochapel.org and click on the ministry tab. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

For further study - A more detailed copy of this sermon 

can be found at our Chapel website link: 

www.thebibleexpedition.wordpress.com  

(Posted by 4 P.M. today) 

 

S.A.L.T.  Group questions 


